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ABSTRACTSterritory symptoms and the importance of urgent presentation may be
more beneﬁcial than routine follow up
1478: REVIEW OF OUTCOMES OF AV GRAFTS FOR HAEMODIALYSIS e A
CLINICAL AUDIT
Christodoulos Neophytou, Matthew Gale, Keith Rigg. Nottingham City
Hospital, Nottingham, UK.
Aims: The aim of this audit is to assess the outcomes of AV grafts for
haemodialysis at Nottingham City Hospital.
Methods: The records of patients that underwent procedures related to AV
grafts for haemodialysis (insertion or revision/removal) were retrospec-
tively reviewed. The period covered was between January 2005 and
June 2012.Results:Within a period of 8½ years, a total of 112 procedures took place.
71 patients received a total of 78 AV grafts (combination of brachial, radial,
axillary and femoral vessels were used). Furthermore, 44 revisions
occurred, including 14 angioplasties (due to stenosis), 8 removals of graft
(due to bleeding or infection) and 6 thrombectomies. Most patients were
followed-up for at least one year. Overall out of 9 recorded graft infections
3 were related to upper limb grafts and 6 to lower limb grafts. 8 were
treated surgically with removal of the graft and 1 conservatively with
antibiotics. 7 deaths happened but none was a direct complication of AV
graft insertion or revision.
Conclusions: Arteriovenous grafts created for dialysis have many associ-
ated complications, the main being patency and infection. Our ﬁndings
show less infection rates compared to the literature but same proportion of
site of infection (2:1 lower to upper limb).
